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Some Facts
about Heroin

Heroin is the most abused
and the most rapidly
acting of the opiates.

Heroin is processed from
morphine.

Most street heroin is "cut"
with sugar, or starch, or
possibly even strychnine
or other poisons.

Short-term effects of
heroin can include a surge
of pleasurable sensation,
a warm flushing of the
skin, dry mouth, a heavy
feeling in the extremities,
nausea, vomiting, and
severe itching.

One of the most
detrimental long-term
effects of heroin is
addiction, which is a
chronic relapsing disease.

Other long-term effects
are infectious disease,




collapsed veins, bacterial
infections, abscesses,
infection of heart lining
and valves, arthritis, and
other rheumatologic
problems.

+ Withdrawal symptoms for
heroin may include
restlessness, muscle and
bone pain, insomnia,
diarrhea, vomiting, cold
flashes with goose
bumps, and leg
movements.

+ Treatments for heroin
abuse and addiction can
include detoxification,
methadone programs,
and behavioral therapies.
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